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Vow. VILL. Saturpay, May 4, 1822. No. XXIV. 
fRiscellany. 
THOUGHTS 
ON THE IMPORTANCE OF SPECIAL PRAYER FOR THE GENERAL OUT- iF 


POURING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. ii 
(Continued from p. 710.) 


II. A second reason for this union for prayer for the gereral outpour- 
ing of the Holy Spiritis, rHaT IT Is, IN A SPECIAL MANNER, By His 
GRACIOUS AND POWERFUL INFLUENCE THAT THE KINGDOM OF ouR Lorp 
Jesus CurisT 1s TO BE ESTABLISHED. 


In the wonderful plan of love and mercy, devised by Almighty God 
for saving a ruined world, his first great promise was, to give his Sonas_ 
a sacrifice for sin, that, through the merits of his atonement and perfect ‘ 
righteousness, “* God might be just and the justifier of him who be- i 
lieveth in Jesus.” His next promise was, for the sake of his Son, to give | 
his Holy Spirit, to make this gift effectual. The first promise has alrea- 
dy been fulfilled; God has given his only begotten Son, and he, by his one 
offering for sin, has obtained eternal redemption for all who believe in 
hisname. For accomplishing his work, the Lord Jesus has every re- 
guisite. The divine and human natures are united in His person, and 
all power in heaven and in earth are given unto Him. The Holy Spirit, 
also, has the most abundant fulness for performing his gracious part in 
our salvation: for He is one in essence with the Father and the Son; 
He is God the Holy Ghost ; He is eternal, omnipotent, omnipresent ; 
all hearts are open to Him, and all creatures are subject to His will. 
When He moved upon the face of the waters, light arose out of dark- 
ness, and order out of confusion. Further: as, in the economy of our 
salvation, the eternal Son of God humbled himself and took upon him 
the form of a servant, that He might accomplish the will of His hea- 
venly Father—so the Holy Ghost, in this divine economy, has been gra- 
ciously pleased to uudertake various offices for fulfilling the purposes of 
mercy contained in the Gospel. So that He can not only effect all things 
by his absolute power, as God, but he has so condescended that He can 
accomplish whatever is now needful for our salvation, by virtue of His 
gracious undertaking. 

Is it needful, for instance, that a man should be born agai before he 
can see the kingdom of God; it is His gracious office to create the soul } 
anew, to quicken those who are dead in trespasses and sins. Oris it re~ 
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they should be individually convinced of sin, of righteousness, and o! 
judgment ; or do they need a Teacher, a Guide, an Assistant in prayer, 
a Comf orter, a Sanctifier : all these, and other offices too numercus to 
mention, are graciously undertaken by the Holy Spirit. The declara- 
tion of our blessed Lord to his disciples was, “ if I go not away, the 
Comforter will not come unto you; but if J depart, I will send him uno 
you. And when He is come, he will convince the world,” not the Jews 
only, but the Gentiles of all descriptions, “ of sin, of righteousness, and 
of judginent; of sin, because they believe not in me 3 of righteousness, 
because I go to the Father, and ye see me no more; of judgment, be- 
cause the prince of this world is judged. I have yet many things 
to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit when he, the 
Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not 
speak of himself; but whatsoever he shalt hear, that shall he speak ; and 
he will show you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall 
take of mine, and show it unto you.” (John, xvi.7—14.) Again when 
converted to the religion of our Saviour, are love, peace, gentleness, faith, 
goodness and meekness, essential graces of the Christian character ; 
these are “the fruit of the Spirit;” (Galatians, v. 23.) by Him also 
the love of God is shed abroad in the heart.” (Romans, v. 5.) In the 
outward administration of the Church also is it important that ministers 
should be raised up, properly qualified to instruct mankind. Are wis- 
dom, knowledge, fidelity, order necessary. All this worketh that one 
and the self-same sn dividing to every one severally as he will.” 
(i Corinth. xii. 11.) Indeed, so extensive are his gracious offices, so 
great is this gift which our blessed Lord has procured, and which our 
Heavenly Father freely bestows, for his Son’s sake, that the promise of 
the Hely Spirit inc ludes every blessing. Thus in St. Matthew (vii. 11.) it 
is said, “‘ If ye, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, 
how much more shall your father which is in heaven give good things to 
them that ask Him.” In the corresponding passage of St. Luke, (xi. 13.) 
the expression is, “give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him ; 2? as if 
the gift of the Holy Spirit included all good things. When, therefore, 
our Heavenly Father is pleased to shed forth in an abundant meastre the 
promised blessing, nothing will be impossible. ‘The mountains will flow 
down at his presence, nations will be born at once, and the earth be 
filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, even as the waters 
cover the sea. 

Let it be remembered also, that this power and grace of the Holy Spi- 
rit, to effect great blessings, are not theoretic notions, they have already 
been witnessed. It is to His divine agency that we are to trace the suc- 
cess of the Gospel in the first ages of the Church. When the Holy 
Spirit was given on the day of Peniecost, three thousand sinners were 
converted under one discourse. When His divine grace accompanied 
the preached Gospel at Antioch, nearly the whole city came together to 
hear the word of God. (Acts, xiii.) Without His aid the most eloquent 
discourse of the Apostle Paul, delivered with the greatest earnestness, 
and with the most tender affection, had only this effect, “ Almost thou 
persuadest me to be a Christian ;” (Acts, xxvi. 28.) but when the Holy 
Spirit acted, “ the multitude were of one heart and one soul, and great 
grace was upon them all.” (Acts, iv. 32 and 33. 
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And though in later times we have not the same inspired testimony, 
in proof of this power and grace, yet we are not without credible histo- 
rical evidence ot great revivals of religion, which have evidently arisen 
from aremarkable effusion of this divine influence. Thus it was, at the 
time of the Reformation, Luther, and the other great reformers of that 
day, ascribe the glorious work then performed to this cause ; and thus it 
has been, at subsequent seasons, in the seventeenth and eighteenth cen- 
turies. (See Milner’s Church History aud Gillie’s Historical Collec- 
tions. ) . 

Such being the fact, is not this power and grace of the Holy Spirit a 
strong reason for a general union for prayer, that the Lord may again fa- 
vour us with this unspeakable blessing? To trust principally to our own 
efforts instead of uniting heart and soul to call down the exertion of this 
Almighty energy, is like attempting to water our fields from our own little 
cisterns ; instead of looking up to Him who “ gives the early and the 
latter rain ;” even to Him “ who visits the earth and waters it, and great- 
ly enriches it with the river of God, which is full of water.” (Psalm 
Ixv. 9. 

O, let us entreat the Lord again “ to send a plentiful rain, to confirm 
his inheritance when itis weary.” (Psaim Ixviii. 9.) 


lil. A third reason for this union for prayer is, THAT THE SCRIPTURES 
PREDICT A DAY WHEN THE Hony Spirit SHALL BE GIVEN IN A VERY 
ABUNDANT MANNER} AND THAT THIS BLESSING WILL BE PRECEDED BY 
EARNEST PRAYER. : 

Thus it is written in the Prophet Joel: (ii. 28,29.) “And it shall come to 
pass afterward, that [ will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh ; and your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, and your old men shall dream dreams, 
and your young men shall see visions ; and also upon the servants and 
upon the handmaids, in those days, will [ pour out my Spirit.” So, in 
the Prophet Isaiah: (xliv. 2.) “Thus saith the Lord that made thee, 
and formed thee from the womb, which will help thee; Fear not, O 
Jacob, my servant; and thou, Jesurun, whom Ihave chosen. For I 
will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground : 
[ will pour my Spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine off- 
spring.” Again, in the Prophet Zechariah: (xiv. 8.) “ And it shall be 
in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem: half of them 
toward the former sea, and half toward the hinder sea: in summer and 
winter shall it be”? The Prophet Ezekiel (xxxvii. xlvii.) also emblem- 
atically predicts the same blessings, in the vision of the dry bones, and 
in the vision of the living waters proceeding from the Sanctuary. 

In all these passages of Scripture, expressions are used, which give 
promise of a very large effusion of divine influence. “1 will pour my 
Spirit wpon all flesh,” upon every age and station ; upon their sons and 
their daughters ; the old men and the youth; the servants and the hand- 
maids. ‘I will pour floods upon the dry ground ;” not sending this liv- 
ing water in a scanty measure, but like the bursting forth of the moun- 
tain torrents which spread on every side. ‘In summer and in winter 
shall it be” a continued supply ; not affected by the heat of summer, or 
cold of winter. “ The breath came into them, and they lived and stood 
up upon their feet—an exceeding great army :” (Ezek. xxxvii. 10.) 
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not a few scattered converts, but a vast multitude, like the Easteis 
armies. 

If it should be said that these promises have received their fulfilment 
in the first ages of Christianity ; it is only a partial fulfilment, their com- 
plete accomplishment is yet future. It is evident that this is the case 
with the prophecy of Joel: for, when St. Peter referred to it, on the day 
of Pentecost, as then partly taking place, he stated that the promise of 
the Holy Ghost was “ unto them and to their children, and to all that are 
afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.” (Acts, ii. 38, 39.) 
Evidently implying that the future posterity of the Jews and the Geutiles 
were included in this prediction. ‘The same is equally true as to the 
prophecy in Ezekiel; (xxxvii.) for, when this prophetic vision is fulfill- 
ed, it is said that the dispersed tribes of Israel shall be reunited, that they 
shall be restored to their own land, and that the Messiah shall be their 
king: events which have not yet happened. Upon reference to the 
context, the same observation will appear equally applicable to the pro- 
phecies in Zechariah. They are connected with predictions evidently 
not yet fulfilled. We are therefore authorized by Scripture to look for a 
much greater effusion of the influences of the Holy Spirit than has ever 
yet taken place. ‘The Gospel day, in this view, may be compared to the 
progress of the natural sun; it began its course clear as the morning; its 
progress has been mixed; shining at different times and in different 
places in its first splendour, and then obscured by intervening clouds ; but 
when it reaches its meridian height every cloud will pass away, and “all 
flesh shall see its glory,” and all shall feel its blessedness. For, wherever 
the river comes, to return to the Scripture emblem of the Holy Spirit, 
“ every thing shall live whither the river cometh.” (Ezek. xlvii. 9.) To 
desire, therefore, and confidently to hope for a general outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit is not an enthusiastic notion. It is to give credit to the testi- 
mony of God—to believe that what God has promised he is able to per- 
form. And to ask Him to fulfil His promise is only to do that which he 
has encouraged and directed His people to do. For, where these gra- 
cious promises are made, commands and invitations to prayer abound. 
As the past history of the Church exemplifies, that it is in answer to 
prayer that the children of God have received their blessings 5 so their 
future mercies are to be granted in the same order. It has pleased God, 
in a very remarkable manner, to reveal this in His word. Sometimes, 
for instance, we meet with promises to give the spirit of prayer, as in 
Zechariah: (xii. 10.) “ And I will pour upon the house of David, and 
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and supplication, 
and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced.” Sometimes 
there are predictions of a lively earnestness and general excitement to the 
act of prayer; asin thesame Prophet: (viii.21.) “ And the inhabitants 
of one city shall go to another, saying, Let us go speedily to pray before 
the Lord, andto seek the Lord of hosts: I will go also.” Sometimes this 
predicted zeal is so great as to annihilate the differences which had previ- 
ously subsisted amongst the believers. “ For there shall be a day, that the 
watchmen upon the mount Ephraim shall cry, Arise ye, and let us go up to 
Zion, unto the Lord our God.” (Jer. xxxi. 6.) Here it merits notice, that 
the former prejudices of the worshippers at Mount Ephraim or of Sa- 
maria, (See John, iv.) against Jerusalem, should cease. The very priests 
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vi the Samaritan temple are ready to go up to Zion to worship, and to 
invite others to accompany them. O blessed emblem of that harmony 
which shall yet subsist among the true followers of the Saviour! “ When 
Ephraim shall not envy Judah, vor Judah vex Ephraim !” (Isaiah, xiv. 
13.) When Christians shall no longer harass each other with strifes 
about words, but “all shall call upon the name of the Lord, to serve 
him with one consent.” (Zeph. iii. 9.) Soimetimes we find strong injunc- 
tions to unceasing prayer connected with promises to give this earnest 
spirit. “I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, which shall 
never hold their peace, day nor night. Ye that make mention of the 
Lord keep not silence, and give Him no rest, till he establish, and till he 
make Jerusalem a praise in theearth.” (Isaiah, Ixii.6.) How remark- 
able is this expression, give Him no rest ; as if our great Advocate would 
excite his Church to unceasing supplication, till the blessing was obtain- 
ed—charging his people not to rest themselves, nor allow Heaven to 
rest, till their suit was granted ; all wrestling in prayer, like Jacob, and 
saying, as with one soul, “TI will not let thee go except thou bless me.” 
(Genesis, xxxii. 26.) Such an expression is only equalled, or, rather, 
surpassed, by another injunction: “Ask me of things to come, concern- 
ing my sons, and concerning the work of my hands command ye me.” 
(Isaiah, xlv.) Command ye me! As if prayer overpowered Omnipo- 
tence : or, rather, as if our heavenly Father only desired to hear the voice 
of his children.— That when they cried He could refuse them nothing. 
Command ye me! Sometimes, again we meet with promises to answer 
prayer: “ Before they call 1 will answer ; and whilesthey are yet speak- 
ing I will hear.” (isaiah, Ixv. 24.) And yet, with all these encourage- 
ments to prayer—however free the promises, and however undeserved 
the blessing, still without prayer, or without thus expressing our own un- 
worthiness and our entire dependence upon the grace of God, we have no 
reason to expect the blessing; since, after the most gracious declarations, 
the Lord gives this assurance; “ Thus saith the Lord God, I will yet for 
this be inquired of by the house of Israel, to do it forthem.” (Ezekiel, 
XXXVvi. 37.) 

Surely, if we combine these Scripture declarations, that God has pro- 
mised a very abundant measure of the divine influences of his Holy Spirit, 
and has connected these promises with earnest supplications, they form 
a very strong reason for the church of Christ being united in fervent 
prayer. (To be concluded. ) 





For the Christian Herald. 
PRACTICAL EDUCATION-—-No. IV. 


LETTER FROM FORTUNATUS TO HIS GRAND-DAUGHTER. 


My DEAR GRAND-DAUGHTER, 


It seems to me but a short time since I heard of your birth! Now 
you are in your teens, and will, if your life is spared, directly be a 
young lady! 

I have watched your growth and improvement, with no small share 
of interest. Many things, as you have advanced in age, have given 
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me great pleasure ; others have excited great pain, and in view of 
your future prospects, deep anxiety. 

I surveyed you with particular attention in my late visit : and was 
much pleased with your personal appearance, your mental taste and 
your improvement in knowledge. [ noticed that you read witha 
good degree of propriety, that your handwriting was very neat, and 
that your books and maps were all correctly executed. Your dress 
pleased me, not because you wore any thing that was rich; but be- 
cause every thing was whole and clean, and put on to the best ad- 
vantage. So far for this side of the picture. The other, my dear 
grand-daughter, | am pained to say, has darker shades. 

Though you were generally industrious, I thought yon did not 
know fully the worth of your time. There were many little seasons 
in which nothing was done to any good purpose. You did not ap- 
pear to realize that the direction, gather up the fragments that no- 
thing be lost, might be appliedto t2zme. Your grandmother, by these 
kid of savings, every now and then, furnishes me with a new pair 
of stockings. Sometimes you appeared alittle disposed to leave things 
for others to do, that evidently belonged to yourself: in violation of 
the tollowing most excellent rule: 4s ye would that others should do 
unto you, do ye also, unto them. 

Sometimes, too, you appeared rather irritable. It is true you did 
not say much, that indicated this; but it was evident from your looks 
and actions. You did not make sufficient allowance-for the want of 
age and experience in the young children. Your conduct towards 
them, was often unamiable, and looked as though you were disposed 
to aggravate their faults, and I could see how it injured their tempers, 
and lessened your own enjoyment. 

I likewise noticed a want of wisdom in your treatment of the maid- 
servant; though [ thought her particularly ill natured and unfaithful. 
You appeared “rather disposed to command her yourself, than to in- 
form her of the pleasure of your mother, who, at that time, was con- 
fined.-to her room. Your conduct towards the servant, appeared 
more calculated to make her your enemy, than to stimulate her to 
duty. It is usually wiser, and especially for those who have no au- 
thority, to lead, than to drive; it is better to petition than to command. 

I must add, that I was a little dissatisfied with the manner in which 
you treated your dear mother. Though you appeared in general very 
much to love and respect her, you often manifested a strong desire 
to have your own way, and to speak the last word. When she insisted 
upon your doing as she thought was best, your countenance too plainly 
showed that you did not like to be controlled. 1 thought the more 
of this, as your mother, when she was of your age, was never allow- 
ed ina disrespectful manner, to answer her parents again. She would 
sometimes say, ‘ if you have nu objections, papa, or mamma, I should 
like to do so, or so,’ but if one was offered, there the subject ended. 

I supposed, my dear grand-daughter, that. during your mother’s 
long sickness, you had taken more liberty than she w vould have allow- 
ed in health; and IT was pained to see you make such a use of this 
affliction. 
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i have'now only one thing more to add, and it grieved me more 
than all the rest. Your conduct gave me reason to fear that after all 
the attention you had paid to the cultivation of your mind, you had 
neglected to follow the most important direction: “ Get wisdom, get 
understanding. ” « Take fast hold of instruction: let her not go: 
keep her ; for she is thy life.” 1 was afraid that with all your know- 
ledge, you did not know God, and Jesus Christ, whom to know ar ivht 
is life eternal. 

I had no doubt, from the manner iu which you had been educated, 
that you read a portion of the Bible every day, that you went regu- 
larly to the house of God every Sabbath, and that when there, you 
neither laughed nor gazed at every body and every thing, as a great 
many do who think themselves fine young ladies. 

Indeed, | was pleased with your general deportment in the house 
of God ; but I feared that it was merely the result of a pious educa- 
tion, and that you had not the fear of God before your eyes. The 
thought struck me, what if my grand-daughter, who appears to be so 
sensible, and generally so discreet, who is so attentive and decorous 
in the house of God, what if she were to die in a graceless state! 
where would she be ? what would she do ? “ without holiness no man 
can see the Lord!’’ she would then be lost, and for ever have to la- 
ment: the harveest is past, the summer is ended, and I am not saved ! 

What can be done? She is capable of being a gemin the Redeem. 
er’s crown—of taking an active part in the service of God now, and 
through eternity. 

What ought to be done? Tell her favour is deceitful, and beauty 
is vatn; but a woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised. Charge 
her to ‘ seek first, the kingdom of God, and his righteousness.”” De- 
lays are dangerous! Boast not of to-morrow! ‘To-morrow may be 
toolate! The divine command is, ‘‘ Remember thy Creator in the days 
of thy youth.’’ He is worthy of your homage and your love. All 
your natural and acquired talents are from Him ; and to Him you will 
have to render your account. By nature, and by practice, you are a 
sinner ; but there is a way in which you may be pardoned, and trained 
up for a perfect and glorious society. From your infancy, you have 
been told of the Saviour, and you well know that he expressly Says : 

‘If ye believe not that I am He, ye shall die in your sins : but to my 
hha I give eternal life.” 

Remember, my dear grand-daughter. that you are made for immor- 
tality! Put on the Lord Jesus Christ. This is your duty—this is 
your interest. ‘‘ He that is wise, is wise for himself; but he that 
scorneth, he alone shall bear it. Listen to the voice of your aged 
grand-parent, whose best wishes ever attend you. He has told you 
some faults ; but believe that he has done it for your good. ‘His 
prayer is, that your adorning may be the hidden man of the heart, which 
is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which 


in the sight of God, ts of great price. 
REFLECTIONS. 
1. Children whq are very promising, often have great defects of 
character. Their friends cannot do them a greater favour, than 
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affectionately to point them out, and to press upon them the import- 
ance of reformation. 

2. There ought to be a careful distinction made between their in- 
tellectual and moral improvement. The mind may be highly culti- 
vated, while the heart remains unsanctified. A young lady may see 
how worlds hang on worlds—her mind may be enriched with various 
knowledge, while she has no right feelings towards God her Saviour. 

3. In this age, so favourable to female improvement, religion 
should hold the most exalted place. It should be admitted into their 
seminaries of learning, and daily entertained as a welcome guest. 
And when public and private instruction shall uniformly inculcate the 
adorning of a meek and quiet spirit, as the highest feminine accom- 
plishment, then will the daughters of our land become ‘‘ polished 
stones” —“‘ polished after the similitude of a palace.” 

. SENEX. 






THE PRESS.—Benerirts or Perropicat Reticiovs PusiicaTions 
To the Editor of the Christian Herald. 


Sin—As you have inserted in your last number an article entitled 
** The Press,” I would take the boldness, from its favourable recep- 
tion with you, and solicit admission for another on a branch of 
the same subject; and I feel the more assured of a favourable re- 
ception for this article, from its intention to advance your object, 
and promote your interests, two things which I consider inseparably 
connected, although perfectly distinct, and both which I should be 
happy to see promoted with much more spirit, both by your corres- 
pondents and your patrons. 

Much as the religious public may be deemed deficient in exerting 
their abilities to prepare suitable matter for works like your own, they 
are not less so in patronizing them with their wealth, and in promot- 
ing their circulation by their influence. How truly was it said, that 
‘‘the children of this world are in their generation wiser than the 
children of light.” Let a newspaper, magazine, &c., be established 
with a view to promoting the objects of a party in politics, a sect in 
religion, a theory in science or philosophy, and how ready do we find 
men of influence and property to support such publications, not only 
with the efforts of their minds, but with the severer efforts of their 
pecuniary liberality: they press them upon their friends, intrude 
them upon strangers, praise them in the private circle, and extol them 
in the public assembly. But let a work be proposed whose object is 
catholic, without sectarian views, disdaining sectarian protection and 
sectarian control, whether in politics, literature, or religion, and how 
difficult is it to set it on foot, how laborious, how disheartening to 
carry it forward. In vain may you speak of the purity of its motives, 
the value of information coming from so impartial a source, of the 
benefits of producing a general feeling among the friends of truth, of 
the bright example it sets to the world—all is in vain, if it do not pro- 
mote our objects, support our views, promote our plans. For these 
we are ready to spend and be spent: but for purposes which are 
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agreed in by others as well as ourselves, we are niggardly and heart- 
less. 

But not to press this topic farther, it may be well to notice 
some points in which the importance of the periodical religious press 
appears to be manifested. One great difficulty in operating on the 
minds of others is to get access to them, to engage them to admit us 
to their intercourse, and to listento our arguments. Hence the bene- 
fits of religious tracts: they meet the soul in its privacy; the print 
can see no blushes of shame, can betray no exclamations of remorse, 
can give no pain by its observation of our weaknesses and our sins : 
hence we are ready to peruse it with attention, when we would refuse 
to listen to the same truths from the mouth of even the nearest 
friend : we listen with more candour, with a less contentious, cavilling 
spirit, and with at least some fewer degrees of false pride. A tract 
too, may reach where oral Christian instruction or reproof cannot ; 
it can remain by us during the various changes of our feelings, and its 
truths find entrance into the heart at the very moment when a mo- 
mentary softening in its obduracy may permit. Now all these advan- 
tages are possessed by the periodical work: and in addition to these, 
such a work is susceptible of vastly greater variety in its contents, 
adapting itself to a greater diversity of tastes ; spreading not only 
useful truths in a popular manner, but conveying the most various and 
interesting information. Besides, it resembles in a degree the winged 
seeds of the forest, spreading itself almost without any other aid than 
its own construction. To distribute a tract gives trouble : we must, at 
our own expense and labour, seek the person we would benefit, and 
make a gift of our intended communication. But the periodical 
work is regularly sought for by all its patrons, who thus are made to 
procure for themselves, both as to labour and expense, the benefits 
to be derived-from its perusal. Again, such works as we speak of, 
by combining local information with practical instruction, are sought 
after with a degree of eagerness, instead of being accepted with a 
degree of reluctance. And the truths which they are the means of 
inculcating, by their being ingrafted upon circumstances within our 
observation, and acting upon our senses, attract far greater attention, 
and consequently are likely to produce greater effect, than if delivered 
in the form of abstract truth, or under the guise of fictitious narra- 
tive. Again, there is a class of society, very large and very import- 
ant, both as regards numbers and influence, who are in a measure in- 
accessible to tracts ; to offer them atract for their reproof or instruc- 
tion is, in their view, to regard them as ignorant or worthy of blame, 
to consider yourself as wiser and better than they, and to treat them as 
you do the ignorant poor, to whose necessities you offer a charity. 
All these things stand in the way of the circulation of tracts, which, 

on the contrary, favour the circulation among this class, of periodical 
works. The magazine or newspaper they take from their own 
choice, from the publisher whom they consider themselves as thus 
favouring, and with a feeling of upright independence which, although 
not a virtue, is a soil in which virtues may take deep root. Instruc- 
Vor, VITI. 94 
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tion or reproof from these they consider as general truths, whose cor- 
rectness is in a striking manner assented to by their being proposed to 
the world. In all these particulars we apprehend such works are 
superior, in a certain extent, to tracts ; and when we have said this, 
can we pay them a much higher eulogy: is not a conclusion to that 
effect as strong an argument as we can offer to persuade the Christian 
community to awake on this subject ; and may we not claim of them, 
that they should aid, by their example and influence, the spreading of 
the circulation of religious periodical publications as much from a sense 
of duty as they do the support of the preaching of the gospel or any 
other means of bringing its truths home to the heart of every creature : 
and may we not assure them, that in so doing, they are promoting the 
great interests of religion at the least expense, with the least trouble, and 
certainly not the least profit. 

And let it be remembered, that by extending the circulation of such 
works, and thus widening their effects, we improve their character. 
Readers will make writers. Encouragement and patronage will draw 
forth excellence. Were the circulation of religious periodical works as 
extensive as literary ones, they would be far more elegant and attractive. 
We not only know from the nature of the thing, but from actual expe- 
rience, that religion while it purifies the heart clears the understanding, 
makes the humour of the soul cheerful aud paints the imagination with 
brighter colours. As instances of this, notice the works of Milton, Ad- 
dison, Cowper, Young, not to avail ourselves of the example of the 
poets of the Old Testament. If then sufficient patronage were afforded, 
right we not see such works waiting in the breakfast parlours, engag- 
ing us in the drawing 100m, reposing on the candle stand of our bed 
chamber, at once attractive, instructing, delighting, and profiting. We 
should find our tastes formed upon models of purity as well as elegance ; 
our sphere of profitable relaxation from severer duties and pursuits 
would be enlarged, the topics of secial conversation made more nume- 
rous, profitable and agreeable, the religious education of the rising gene- 
ration, to whom such works are very interesting, would be facilitated, 
and benefits of a thousand kinds would thicken around us. Some of 
your more sagacious readers will probably before this time have suspect- 
ed, that the Curtst1An Heracp has been in my eye while writing the fore- 
going remarks. I do not doubt that their suspicions are just. And if 
they have further so suspected, it is further true, that one main object of 
this article is to engage its readers to promote the more extensive circu- 
lation of your publication, and of its coadjutors in the same design. 
And I should rejoice greatly if it could only have the small effect, (and 
surely the effort would be a very small one) to induce every subscriber 
to procure at least one of his friends or neighbours to subscribe with him : 
so small an efiort would produce so great an effect as to just double the 
subscriptions, the influence and the usefulness of this publication. As to 
its excellence, | have no need to speak : it would doubtless be better, if 
it had more contributors, and it would have more contributors, if it had 
more subscribers. 

I hope that you will not, through a false delicacy, Mr. Editor, suppress 
this article ; for if you believe in the usefulness of your publication (and 

















Profanation of the Sabbath. 745 


rt you do not you will do well to stop it) you must not neglect any means 
to promote its circulation ; and if there be any so churlish as to think ill 
of you for trying to do this because it would also increase the profits 
(receipts perhaps I should say) of your work, I would, besides calling 
him a very ungenerous man, remind him of what you told us in your last 
preface, that as yet you had received no remuneration for your labour, 
and a generous spirit would not rest quiet until it had at least caused you 
and the public to square accounts. 





For the Christian Herald. 


PROFANATION OF THE SABBATH DAY. 


YesTERDAY morning, from my window, I saw some persons in alittle 
back yard adjoining my residence, at work cleaning off, digging up 
and raking certain spots. 1 immediately took some tracts and went 
down in the yard back of my lodging, and as I could not see through 
or over the partition fence, politely as [ could, I asked them if they 
would not have the goodness to read the tracts, and at the same time 
threw them over. I observed by their actions afterwards that the 
tracts were no welcome messengers: some agitation was apparent. 
The work did not stop, many more appeared, and among them as I 
judged, the father of the children. Many singular motions and 
mouths, were made as they looked up at my window. [| cotild not 
_ however but hope that some good effect would be produced. When 
I came home in the evening, tle children at my boarding house had 
picked up in the yard, one of the tracts entire ; part of one entitled 
‘* Serious thoughts on Eternity,” together with a mock ticket for 
the theatre, which had been thrown from the groupe, trampling on 
the sabbath of the Lord this morning: and yet this same family, were 
before supposed to be a decent moral family. 

Oh, if Christians were faithful, what latent enmity of the human heart 
would it bring out from those who before were considered good 
citizens, friends, and even well disposed to the Religion of Christ. 
They would then see that the refinements of education and human 
society, do not in the least soften the native enmity of the heart 
against God; that the morality of this world, is only a cover to the 
bitterest enemy of holiness, and that the religion of many, is like the 
spider’s web, and finally, that it is nothing but the restraints of merejhu- 
man laws, which keep men now, from the highest and most cruel per- 
secution of those who will live godly in Christ Jesus. And shall 
Christians shrink from the duties which they owe to Christ ? shall they 
try to amalgamate his religion with the spirit of this world? shall they, 
in one word, betray their Lord and Master and his cause, for the ap- 
plause of sinful men, or for the sake of their own life? Let them 
renounce the Christian name, and go to their own company, for 
Christians they cannot be! 
Street, Sunday, 7th April. 


2 ESTES 

























On Pastoral Visitation. 


ON PASTORAL VISITATION. 


We give place to the following communication, with some alterations, thougk 
the writer has left us to conjecture what part of the country he has reference tc 
in his remarks. 


To the Editor of the Christian Herald. 


Str—I have observed in your work some observations concerning pas- 
toral visitation, with which I was much gratified. This is a subject of 
great concern to the churches, to pastors, to pious parents, and_ their 
children, and to all the individuals who attend public worship. And if 
ministers feel the responsibility of their office, and are willing to “ spend and 
be spent”’ for the salvation of men’s souls, [am persuaded they will find time 
not only to pray and study in their closets, but to visit and “teach from house 
to house, testifying repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Je- 
sus Cltvist.” I am sorry, however, to say, thatin the part of the country 
in which I live, there are several ministers of middling talents, and consi- 
derable influence, who excuse themselves from this apostolic and most use- 
ful service. ‘They even treat it with something like levity and contempt, 
and seem to despise those who seriously and faithfully perform it. One 
would think they felt above a service which to them, perhaps, appears hu- 
miliating and wholly uninteresting. Their general excuse is, that they 
have not time. But instead of allowing this excuse, almost every one is 
ready to ask, “‘ what do ye more than others?” It does not appear why 
they cannot find time for this duty as well as those of their brethren in 
neighbouring towns, who faithfully perform it. I will not undertake to 
say how far they are guilty in the sight of God, for neglecting this duty, 
and teaching others to neglect it, nor how far their neglect should make 
them hesitate to consider themselves “ pure from the blood of all ;” but 
I consider their example so inconsistent with their most solemn obliga- 
tions, and so injurious to the cause of religion, that it ought to be protest- 
ed against and discountenanced wheresoever it prevails. ‘Their excuse 
may with as much propriety, and for aught we can know, as little inju- 
ry to the souls of men, be extended to any other part of a minister’s duty. 
It is but saying they have not time to perform this part of the duty which, 
before God and men, they have solemnly engaged to perform. ‘They 
may as well ridicule and despise any other part of the service they have 
undertaken as this. ‘They may as well quote the names of great men in 
extenuation of any other palpable delinquency as of this. It would be 
more to their credit, as honest men, to resign their places, or else avow 
that they meant as nearly as possible to make them sinecures, than to at- 
tempt to excuse their neglect of so large and important a part of their 
duty, as that of visiting their people and teaching from house to house. 
One of the worst effects of this neglect of pastoral fidelity, which 
I have observed, is its making the congregation, after a while, con- 
tented to hear no more about religion, and to think no more about it, 
than they hear and think during the services on Sunday. In such a 
case, the relation of the people to the minister soon comes to, be 
thought of only as a pecuniary relation, They pay him his salary 
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and he preaches on Sunday, and that balances the account. I have 
heard several persons boast that their minister gave them no further 
trouble than that of going to hear him when they liked, and paying 
their portion of the tax. 

I have drawn out some characteristics of the non-visiting minis- 
ters abovementioned, by which your readers may know men of the 
hike stamp, wherever they are settled. 1 have never known or heard 
of a minister who neglected to visit his people, and teach from house 
to house, under pretence of study or other duties, to whom these cha- 
racteristics would not apply. And I do not hesitate to say, that aman 
who has undertaken to watch for souls as a minister of Christ, and 
who not only has not time to visit his people as their pastor, but en- 
deavours to bring this service into disrepute, is unworthy of their 
confidence and of his office. 

1. The ministers I speak of are not considered, either by the most exem- 
plary members of their churches, or by the world, as any ways eminent 
for their piety. They are never spoken of as being eminently holy in 
their lives, spiritually minded, prayerful, serious and consistent. 

2. They are by no means very industrious men. ‘They appear to have 
a good deal of leisure time, and time for miscellaneous reading and world- 
ly conversation, and time for other visits than pastoral visits. ‘They are 
indeed observed to insist much on the great labour of preparation for the 
pulpit ; yet of some of them it is generally understood that they write 
their sermons on Saturday and Saturday night, or Sunday Morning ; and 
of others, it is said that they lounge away the time till Thursday or Fri- 
day, and then begin the great labour of preparation for the pulpit, which 
renders ‘pastoral visits impracticable! These men are generally partial 
to each other’s society, and fond of what they consider, innocent relaxa- 
tions from the severity.of study ! 

3. In the article of preaching they give no manner of evidence of being 
better prepared than those ministers who spend a day or two of every 
week, or a part of every day, in pastoral visits. 

4. They are opposed to revivals of religion, and generally to prayer 
meetings, inquiry meetings, and the whole train of special exertions by 
which the prosperity of religion and the salvatiou of souls are promoted. 
They are chiefly averse to such measures as the laity can take an active 
part in, and such prayer meetings and conferences as have for their par- 
ticular object the awakening and conversion of impenitent sinners. 

5. The conversion and salvation of men does not appear, by their 
whole conduct and conversation, to be the one great object with them 
as ministers and Christians. It does not appear to engross their 
thoughts, their prayers, and their labours. They do not say much 
upon this subject, nor manifest much concern about it. 

6. They are better liked and more commended by the worldly 
part of their hearers generally, than by those who are seriously en- 
gaged in religion, and zealous in every good work. 

7. When pressed upon the subject of their duty, they generally 
show some ill temper, and are resolute and eager to justify them- 
selves. They appear to shrink from the idea of the spirituality and 


self dental required by such laborious faithfulness as they ought to 
practice. ° 
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Review. 


8. ‘* Like priests hike people.” Religion does not flourish in their 
churches. If a flame of love and devotion is kept alive in the hearts 
of some of the members, it is not by means of their preaching, nor 
by any means which they sanction or approve. 

9. These men are generally more zealous about matters of church 
government, poipts of order, and controversy about doctrines on 
which they differ from their brethren, than in preaching Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified. 

I have some particulars of a more private nature than these, affect- 
ing the habits and tempers of these men, the opinion cemmonly en- 
tertained of their character, their example, the tendency of their in- 
fluence, their defect of usefulness, &c. &c. but I reserve them for 
the present, and conclude by observing, that I have never known or 
heard of a minister of the Gospel that was generally believed, upon 
the evidence of his daily, walk and conversation, to be a godly man, a 
man of prayer, earnestly devoted to his work, and heartily concerned 
for the salvation of his people, who did not visit and teach from house 
to house. If you know any such, I sh" ' glad to see an account 
of them in your publication. 

1 remain your obedient servant. 
A LAYMAN. 





REVIEW. 


La Bree, non pour les prétres seulement, mats pour les Rois et les 
peuples. Pur un prétre non Catholique-Romain, mais Catholique- 
Chrétien. Un vol.—de 216 pages.* 


Wuen ministers of the Roman Church begin to call in question the 
propriety of withholding the Bible from the hands of the common 
people, there is good reason to hope the day is fast approaching when 
a system so decidedly hostile to the success of evangelical piety will 
yield to the power of the gospel. And more especially may we in- 
dulge these anticipations when those very men who have confined the 
word of God to the cloisters, with an iron grasp, are constrained, by 
the love of truth, and the obligations which are imposed upon them 
by that gospel which they profess to teach, to give their opinions that 
publicity which the press allows. 

Yes—we rejoice to find, that the heart of Leander Van Ess beats 
in the bosom of others ; that others, like him, know the value of that 
book, in which we place all our hopes, and all our joys, and which we 
consider as our guide to eternal felicity ; that other Catholics, throw- 
ing off the bonds of papal authority, will rise superior to those dogmas 
of their church which they cannot conscientiously credit; will 
disseminate far and wide the gospel of Jesus Christ, among the rich 
and the poor, the high and the low, the noble and the ignoble ; and, 
in every possible way, discourage its confinement to the clergy. 

The Archives du Christianismet for February, 1822, contains a Re- 


* The Bible, not for Priests ouly, but for Kings and People. By a Priest, not 
Roman Catholic, but Christian Catholic. 
+ A Protestant religious periodical Magazine, published at Paris 
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view of a work bearing the title placed at the head of this article. 
We notice it principally for the purpose of showing the evidently 
favourable signs of the times in relation to the general circulation of 
the Holy Scriptures in Roman Catholic countries, 

The French reviewer of the work under our consideration, after 
some preliminary remarks, thus observes, ‘“‘ the author of this trea- 
tise is himself a catholic, and acatholic priest ; but instead of restrain- 
ing the circulation of the Bible, he says, in the words of St. Paul, 
‘the word of God is not bound.’* He rises with power againsi 
those men who pretend to serve God, and yet oppose the progress of 
his word ; he must either convict them of the greatest ignorance, or 
accuse them of knavery; he justly compares them to the pagan 
priests of the mysteries of Egypt. Like them they establish secret 
casts ; they separate the interests of the church from the interests 
of religion ; they have one doctrine for the people, and another for 
themselves ; and finally, out of the Christian’s code, out of that book 
particularly given to the world for its superior excellence, they frame 
anew and priestly book, which they carefully hide from the laity ; 
and of which they make such use as will be most for their own inte- 
rests; and the passages of which, they interpret as best pleases them. 
We will only mention one instance of this fatal abuse. The author 
of a devotional work (which is their constant theme of praise, and a 
new edition of which is annually demanded) in some part of it at 
tempts to defend the propriety of worshipping the saints.| The Gos- 
pel says nothing about it, but he does not allow that to embarrass 
him ; he confides in the ignorance of his readers, and well knows 
how to free himself. ‘Thus, in order to justify the worship paid to 
Joseph, the husband of Mary, he cites these words from Genesis xli. 
55. ‘Go unto Joseph,’ which Pharaoh said to the Egyptians who paid 
for bread during the famine. In like manner, in order to justify the 
worship of the Virgin, he quotes these words from the Book of Judges, 
‘ Rule thou over us, both thou and thy son,’ chap. vill. ver. 22. which 
the sacred writer places in the mouth of the Israelites, when they 
proposed to Gideon to be their king. We will make no remark upon 
these unworthy clerices, but confine ourselves to a few extracts from 
the work at present under our consideration, - 

“*'To how many things, of which the Bible makes no mention, are 
we Catholics not exposed! Be not astonished that the Church 
has declaimed, ever since the time of Pope Innocent ILI., against the 
Holy Bible, and its indiscriminate distribution in the language of the 


people. This does not surprise us, because the Bible says nothing of 


cardinals, patriarchs,{ or primates; it makes no mention of indul- 
gencies, processions, pilgrimages, monastic vows, painful penances ; 
it is silent upon Annats,§ and the expenses of dispensation’—‘ yet, 
notwithstanding, all these are placed to the account of Christianity. 
‘To permit the people to read the Bible is to show them how basely 
they are deceived; is to furnish them light, whilst they themselves 
only subsist by favour of darkness. In like manner, Pope Pius IV., 


* 2 Timothy, chap. 2, ver. 9. 


+ La Journee du Chretien. 
Title of some of the Bishops 


§ The first fruits paid to the Pope. 











































eae ae fe EE + 


en TN gy. eR NS I 


nen ee 





ATTA an ao oe rane 





gh te 


2 RE Sa ol 





oe erenngeannee—aenene ne 


f 
’ 





75U Polynesia. — Taheite. 


Sextus V., Clement VIII., Julius IlIJ., Urban VIII. and Innocent XI. 
have all interdicted the perusal of the Bible by the laity ; and we re- 
gret to add, that Pius VII, has imitated their example, not recollect- 
ing that Gregory the Great, who bore the mitre before him, said that 
‘ people of the least information can read and understand the Bible,’* 
and that St. Peter, whose successor he pretends to be, wrote epistles 


to the Christians of his time, undoubtedly intending that they should 
be read.’”’ 


Mutelligence. 


POLYNESIA—Taneire. 


A Letter from Pothai, Secretary to the Taheitean Auxiliary Missionary 
Society, to the Directors of the London Missionary Society. 


(Translation.) 


Matavai, Taheite, June, 15, 1821. 

Dear Frienps—May the blessing of Jehovah and of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ be with you all. With this we present you with some pro- 
perty for the purpose of advancing the cause of our common Lord upon 
earth, and which we send to you the original projectors of this good work. 
You are the root, and we are but branches. It was you that sent Mis- 
sionaries among us to instruct us; and behold ; we have obtained a know- 
ledge of that salvation which is in Jesus; and on this account we have 
contribated our property for the extension of the word of God. Our 
country, you know, is destitute of money ; we have, therefore, contributed 
property, viz. oil, arrow-root, cotton and pigs, which is our money in 
these countries, where we have no real money. We have sent the oil 


‘on board the Hope, 80 tons, from us the Taheitean Auxiliary to you the 


Parent Society, to assist you; and we wish that our Contributions may 
be added to yours, and printed in your Reports, that we may see that 
our property has been received and admitted into the Treasury of our 
Lord, which will give us complete satisfaction. 

We wish you to be particular and candid respecting what we have now 
sent, and if it should prove an article of little value, or unsuitable, write 
to us and give us full information on the subject. 

We shall not ceaseto subscribe our property for the spread of the Gos- 
pel of our Lord; death alone will put an end to our subscriptions ; but 
the living will carry it on. 

Never omit to write to us. We all know how it is with a tree, that the 
butt-end is the most solid part, the small end is soft andsappy. ‘To the 
small-end we may be compared, and you to the butt-end.t Do not cease, 
therefore, to afford us instruction in the things of God, and inform us also 


* Lib. xx. ch. I. 

t N.B. The same word which in the Taheitean language means solid, or hearly 
when applied to a tree, &c. means wise, mature in judgment, when applied to 
persons. Also the same word which signifies soft, or sappy, when applied to a free 


means immature in knowledge, unwise or possessing little wisdom, when used 0% 
persons 
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how the word of the Lord prospers iu all the countries where you have 
sent Missionaries. 
May the blessing of Jesus Christ be with you. Amen. 
Pornat, Secretary. 
Pomare, President. 





ASIATIC ISLANDS.—Cryton. 


Extracts of a letter from the Rev. John Scudder, M. D. to his friend in this city. 


““T am now very pleasantly settled down among the heathen, and hope that I 
may be spared long tolabour among them. It is truly a delightful work in which 
i am engaged, and I do desire to rejoice that ever I was called to it. I have a 
boarding school of sixteen boys. 

“ We are much in want of the Scriptures, and do sincerely hope that the time is 
not far distant, when our friends in America will send us large funds to purchase 
them for this people. O my dear brother, these heathen are in asad state. They 
are without God, and without hope im the world; and their prospects as to the 
world to come are truly deplorable. But the time is near when Jesus shall take 
them as his inheritance, and when they shall enjoy with us, a hope of escaping 
the wrath to come. But this time is not to come, unless means are used with 
them. Preaching the gospel has been permanently blessed by God, to the con- 
version of the heathen: but this is not the only means. If we could circulate the 
Scriptures largely among them, we might hope to do good. But you may be in- 
duced to ask, why I tell what you already know. You have long enough witness- 
ed the fruits of their distribution : to tell you the truth; [ recall these things to 
your recollection for the purpose of inducing you to solicit contributions from 
your friends, to send to this people the word of Life. I know your engagements 
are great and pressing. But my dear brother, these heathen are perishing, and 
in ashort time unless rescued from their misery, must sink down to endless burn- 
ings. Perhaps if you send to some of them the word of life you may ; in the day 
of judgment, see some brought home to glory, through your instrumentality. 

“Would any thing be too hard for you to do to save a soul? By going from 
house to house, and soliciting a few Bibles, or rather funds to buy Bibles, (Tamu) 
Bibles alone,) you may be the instrument of doing great good, and of saving not 
one merely, but many souls. Our time is short, death and eiernity are pressing 
on, and in a short time, our course will be finished. Let us labour while the day 
lasts; upon our exertions perhaps, depends the salvation of many souls. We 
may do much to heighten the joys of the upper world, if we are diligent in our 
master’s service. Do we need any encouragement, to exert ourselves for the sal- 
vation of the heathen ; let us remember what Jesus has done for us. He thought 
it no hardship to undergo sufferings and death for us! to save us from eternal 
misery, he sacrificed his life. Let the remembrance of the scenes of Gethsemane 
and Calvary, be sufficient inducements for us to labour hard for God in our day 
and generation. Could we but view things, as we shall view them inthe day of judg- 
ment, we shoald not be as remiss in our master’s service as we are: we should la- 
bour by day and by night. What is the momentary sacrifice of a little ease, to 
be compared with the loss of an immortal soul, a soul which must inhabit a lake 
of fire and brimstone for ever? O my dear brother, let me intreat you fo exert 
yourself in my behalf for this people. There are many persons in your city, 
who would willingly contribute, if asked. Do gotothem, Doask them. Do tell 
them that I through you, request them to give me at least enough to buy a Bible 
or a Testament, to distribute among these heathen, Tell them for me, that they 
are under great obligations to that Saviour, who has distinguished them from 
others, and given them the word of life. Yes, they are under great obligations to 
send it to those who have it not. Endeavour to set before them the wo and mi- 
sery awaiting these heathen, that they are just ready to sink into hell, and that by 
a small contribution, they may save many of them. Exhort them by all the suf- 
ferings of that Saviour who died for them, to give at least something, If any re- 
fuse to contribute, tell them for me that they are shortly to meet these heathen, 
face to face, at the judgment seat of Christ, andif they are unwilling to make 
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some little contribution to save them, they may, perhaps, see among the damned, 
chose who might have been rescued from the burnings, had they done something to 
send the word of life to them. Plead my dear brother, as a dying man should for 
dying men, that they do not turn a deaf ear to the calls of a missionary of the 
cross, who came from their bosom, because he loved the heathen. And if they 
still refuse to contribute, ask them for me, how they will feel, when they come to 
lie on a dying bed, with eternity full in view ; and above all, how they will fee} 
when they come to stand at the bar of God, if they have done nothing to save 
those for whom I plead. Let me then again exhort you to solicit contributions 
from ali with whom you are acquainted, both rich and poor. The poor disciple 
of Jesus, even if he had to deprive himself of two or three meals to send the heathen 
a Bible, would never be sorry that he had done it, when called ‘to an account for 
what he has done for Jesus. Exhort others to engage in this good work. 

“ | have lately been on a tour to different parts of this distrtct. [ took some 
of my boarding boys with me, together with a young man of Dutch descent, who 
you will rejoice to hear, has lately been brought into ‘the kingdom of our dear Lord 
Jesus. We distributed above 500 tracts, and above 300 Scripture extracts, such 
as the sermon onthe mount. The tracts were written on the Olo. If any should 
feel disposed to contribute funds for tracts, I should be very glad. Ican purchase 
them at a small expense. 

** We have now, nine young men attached to this mission, who we hope will here- 
after be preachers of righteousness ; and we trust that God is raising up more, who 
will take our places in the Church, when we shall sleep in the dust. I believe 
many from our boarding schoc!, wi!! be gathered unto Christ.” 


Donations for the above object received at the Office of the Christian Herald 
and Seamen’s Magazine 128 Broadway, by Mrs. Waterbury 71 James-street, and 
Cushman & Falconer 181 Broadway. 


UNITED STATES.—Domestic Missions. 





Twenty-Third Report of the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 


Turis Report was presented to the Board of Trustees, at Hartford, 
January 9, 1822.—The Society is composed of the General Association 
of Clergymen, in that state; was formed in the year 1798; and the 
Board of Trustees, composed of six ministers of the Gospel, and six civi- 
lians, was incorporated by the Legislature of the State, in 1802. 

Some idea may be formed of the respectability, energy, and efficiency 
of the Society, from the fact that, during the last year, it employed 42 
missionaries, in no less than nine different states, — Vermont, New-York, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Virginia, Kentucky, Indiana, Iilinois, and Missouri. 
The Report gives a very interesting detail of their labours ;—and the 
result of the whole most evidently is—that there is much missionary work 
to be performed in this country, and great encouragement to prosecute it 
with unwearied zeal and activity. There is no necessity, that an atten- 
tion to foreign missions should weaken the ardour of any in domestic 
missions. ‘The God of Heaven, when he commanded the worxp to be 
evangelized, never designed that the part of the world nearest our homes, 

should be neglected. The true spirit of foreign missions leads to no 
such course of procedure. Foreign and domestic missions were intend- 
ed to co-operate with, and aid each other. They do so infact. General- 
ly, those who take the deepest and most enlightened interest in the one, 
are the most forward in aiding the other. This is as it should be—as it 
must be,—as it always will be. “All are but parts of one stupendous 
whole ;”—tending to the same result, and that result is the consummation 
of millennial glory. Miss. Her. 
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FOREIGN MISSIONS.—Bisnor Griswo tp. 


‘Tue following letter addressed tothe Treasurer of the A. B. C. F. M. 
breathes an excellent spirit, and highly becomes the character and station 
of the writer. 
Bristol, Jan. 29, 1822. 
Dear Sir,—I have the pleasure of receiving your favour of the 22nd, 
with the information that several members of St. Paul’s Church, Boston, 
have generously contributed 50 dollars, to constitute me an honorary 
member of the Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. You 
could confer on me an additional favour, by making it known to those, my 
generous benefactors, that [I have a deep sense of the honour done me. 
My prayer is, that our Lord will remember them for good; that he will 
reward their pious liberality ; and also bestow his blessing upon all those 
who endeavour to extend the Redeemer’s kingdom to those heathen na- 
tions who are still sitting in darkness, and in the shadow of death. Iam, 
dear Sir, your friend and obliged and humble servant. 
ALEXANDER V. GriswoLp. 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 
From the Religious Intelligencer. 


In a small country town in Massachusetts, there lived two wealthy 
farmers, whose lands adjoined each other. From some common causes, 
such as trespassing of cattle, poor fences, &c. they became very inimical 
to each other ; and finally got into the law and spent a great deal of mo- 
ney, for supposed trifling offences. ‘They would often injure themselves 
for the sake of injuring each other. ‘They went even so far as to make 
two fences on the division line of their farms; and in one place, wherea 
lane was left open for the accommodation of one to go to his field, the 
other went and pulled down a good straight fence and made a crooked 
one, on purpose that the stakes and corners of the fence might make the 
lane too narrow for his neighbour to go through. ‘They seldom spoke to 
each other, unless it was with curses, or when called before a court of 
justice, where they often met. In this way they lived ten or twelve 
years, acting out the depravity of their hearts; and trying by every 
means to see which could do to the other the most harm. 

While in this state of fiend like feeling, a Revival of Religion commenc- 
ed in the place, which some ridicule as mere fanaticism, calculated to make 
folks run mad, and turn the world up-side down. Mr. S. one of the 
champions of wrath, was brought by that Spirit which convinceth of sin, 
to see the depravity of his own heart. His sins were now for the first time 
set in order before him, and he saw himself a lost and ruined sinner, and 
was led tocry for mercy. In reviewing his past conduct with his neigh- 
bour, he saw himself a monster of wickedness, and felt that he had been 
completely under the influence of satan. He cried to God for mercy, 
and he heard him; but he could not rest here: he must go and ask for- 
giveness of hisneighbour. With a trembling broken heart he rapped at 
the door of his neighbour, which he had not entered for more than six 
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years. As Mr. L. had no suspicion who it was, he bid him walk in- 
With amazement every eye was fixed upon him. After helping himself 
to a seat—neighbour, says Mr. S. I have come to ask your forgiveness. 
We have had a great deal of difficulty, and I tind I have been much to 
blame. Well, says Mr. L. I always knew you was to blame, and I never 
shall forgive you. You have made more cost and trouble than your 
head is worth. I know I have done wrong; Lam convinced of my sins ; 
and | humbly ask your forgiveness. 1 am determined to live differently 
in future ; and I hope that God will forgive me. We have been actuat- 
ed by a wrong spirit; and we shall be afraid to meet each other at the 
bar ef God, where we must soon appear. 

Mr. L. alittle softened, replied, | can never forget the sleepless nights, 

and the costs, and damages, and vexation, that you have occassioned. 
But | am willing to do what is right about it, and always have been: and 
we never should have had any difficulty had it not been for you and your 
boy. 
When Mr. S. retired there was a general exclamation inthe family— 
Well! what canallthismean! This is something new! I wonder what 
will happen next! What in the world has produced allthis! Why, says 
a great tall boy, who had helped his father carry oa the quarrel, I heard 
last night that Mr. S. was one of those that are under consarn. The 
father was silent and soon after retired quite disturbed.—What ! is S. con- 
cerned for his soul? He going to become a Christian? If he can find 
mercy no one need despair. Why should he come and ask my forgive- 
ness! If religion will humble such a man, it is surely a good thing. He 
said, we shall be afraid to meet each other at the bar of God. It is true, 
we have both acted like fools; but then I have had great provocation. 
Qh! I ama greatsinner. I have been completely under the influence of 
satan. I fearGodhas given meup. Others are anxious for their souls ; 
and even this wicked wretch is becoming a christian. Gracious God! 
what a sinner I am.—Oh God have mercy on my soul! Thus his sins 
were set in order before him ; and he was in great distress for several days. 
At length he could smother his feelings no longer—he took his hat and 
went to see his once hated neighbour. As he entered the door he re- 
ceived a cordial welcome. They took each other by the hand and burst 
intg tears. You came toask my forgiveness the other day; but I find 
that I have been a thousand times worse than you. I have been tempted 
by the devil to every wickedness, and I fear God has given me up for 
ever. Oh, can you forgive me, and pray forme. Their concessions 
were mutual, and their forgiveness cordial ; for both had much to be for- 
given of God, in whose love they now found mercy. 

Before they separated they retired and prayed together. They are 
now members of the same church, and have lived about eight years in 
uninterrupted harmony and good neighbourhood. 


From the Boston Recorder. 


Truxton, Cortland, County, N. Y. Feb. 11. 1822. 
Dear Srr—I have been requested by one of your readers, to furnish 
a note for your paper, upon the presumption that it might gratify some of 
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the friends of Zion at the East to know how churches and societies pro- 
gress at the West. 

About twenty-five years ago this place was little else than a wilder- 
ness, where the savage roamed, and the prowling beast of prey found a 
dark retreat, secure from the influence and the dread of more civilized in- 
habitants. The face of the country being rather broken, although here 
and there interspersed with “ fat vallies,” it did not settle so rapidly as 
many other parts of the State, and of course did not acquire wealth and 
influence so speedily as some towns farthe: west. And like all other 
new places, its moral aspect, after it became considerably populous, was 
gloomy indeed, and foreboded evils at which every friend of the church 
would weep—evils too, which have often been witnessed in new settle- 
ments, and would have long prevented the more general enjoyment of 
gospel privileges among their inhabitants. There was no house of God 
to which the people might resort, no stated preaching of the gospel ; 
and what generally follows as a consequence, there was very little regard 
to the Sabbath, the word, or the name of the Lord, and the rising gene- 
ration were threatened with an entire deprivation of morality and reli- 
gion. God in his providence, at length guided some pious persons of 
different denominations, to this place, to be supporters to the standard 
of the cross which he was about to erect on the very batilements 
of one of Satan’s “strong holds.” It was not, however, till the fall 
of the year 1811, that a Congregational Church was organized, 
which contained at that time 21 members, ‘This small body re- 
ceived some accessions at various periods, until its number, in the 
spring of 1820, arose to 47. At that period the Lord was pleased to 
pour out his Spirit, and cause a general attention to religion in the west 
part of the town, which terminated in the addition of 67 to the little 
flock which had before professed to belong to Christ. Since that period, 
some have been dismissed to other churches and some have died ; so that 

the number of communicants is now ‘104. This number may appear 
small when compared with most of the churches in N. England; yet 
small as it is, it measures about one half, if not two thirds, of our ordi- 
nary congregations on the Lord’s day. The society, now containing 
about 45 or 50 families, many of them on new farms, and still poor, 
have lately completed a large and elegant house for the worship of God, 
which was opened and dedicated on the 30th Jan. last; at which time, 
the Rev. John Keep, of Homer, preached to a crowded and attentive au- 
dience from Ezra vi. 16. A few years ago, an event like this, contem- 
plated under the circumstances in which it has actually transpired, would 
have been thought to be the wild reverie of a discordant brain. Sur- 
rounded, as this society is, by other denominations, and small and poor 
as itis, it would have been deemed impracticable for them to have ac- 
complished what they have, in so few years, through the blessing of 
the Most High. And very few persons standing on the spot 12 years 
ago, would have been made to believe, that in the present circumstances 
of the people, there would have been piety and energy enough to have 
done so much for the honour of God. Yet even, at the time when there 
was no church, and no house of worship, and little or no prospect in hu- 
man view, that there would be any in the present generation, a pious 
and aged female had faith enough to believe she should live to see 
that which she has apparently been snatched from the yery jaws of death, 
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now to witness and enjoy. It was her earnest prayer that a church here 
be formed, which should have a consecrated temple of the living God, 
where it might enjoy his presence and his blessing and his ordinances. 
That prayer, we believe, was registered in the book of remembrance ; 
and the result has shown that the prayer of the righteous, offered in faith, 
availeth much ; and has furnished a striking comment on that declaration 
of our Saviour, “ what things soever ye desire when ye pray, believe 
that ye receive them, and ye shall have them”—Mark xi. 24. Let this 
therefore encourage all those subjects of the great kingdom of Christ, 
who are scattered in desolate places, and deprived of gospel privileges, 
to put confidence in God, and look to him alone for help. Nay, let 
this encourage the church every where to ask in faith, the blessing of 
God upon all their exertions to build up Zion, exterminate error, disse- 
minate the truth, and convert the world. “I will that men pray every 
where, lifting up holy hands without wrath and doubting.” 
Yours respectfully, 


For the Christian Herald. 


Letter from the Rev. Jacob Sickles, Pastor of the Dutch Reformed 
Church, in Kinderhook, N. Y. to a Gentleman in this City. 


Kinderhook, April 12th, 1822. 

Dear Sin—The good work of the Lord among us, concerning which 
you request me to give you more particular information, commenced 
about sixteen months ago. In the fall of 1820, appearances were some- 
what encouraging, and hopes were entertained that a favourable change 
in the state of religion would then take place ; and indeed, the number 
added to the church in October of that year, was rather greater than usual, 
but nothing special occurred till about the middle of December, A re- 
vival then broke out ina part of the congregration called the Landing, and 
with so much power, that the general attention in that place was directed 
to the great concerns of eternity. The most careless were roused from 
their stupidity, and began to inquire with anxious hearts what they must 
doto be saved. All appeared now to view religion as the one thing need- 
ful, and to have taken the resolution to press into the kingdom of God. 

For a considerable time it seemed as if the gracious influence which 
had been sent down upon us would be confined to the village at the Land- 
ing, and a small district of country around it. But it pleased God to 
hear the supplications of his people, and after a season of suspense, and 
solicitude, it began to extend to different parts of the society, and conti- 
nued to spread gradually until its blessed effects were more or less visible 
in every neighbourhood, meetings were held daily in the house of worship, 
or in private houses, and every where the preaching of the Gospel ap- 
peared to be accompanied by power from on high. The attention of 
numbers who had hitherto been thoughtless was now arrested, instances 
of conviction, and hopeful conversion, were multiplied, and it became 
evident to the friends of religion, that the Lord was doing a great work 
among us. 

In the month of April, 1821, we held our first communion after the 
commencement of this work of grace. One hundred and twenty-one 
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persons came forward at this time to confess Jesus Christ before men, by 
setting down at his table. A scene so solemn and affecting had never be- 
fore been witnessed in this place. The concourse of people on the occa- 
sion was so great, that our house of worship, though unusually spacious, 
for this part of the country, could not contain them. A deep solemnity 
pervaded the assembly during the exercises of the day, and impressions 
were made, which we have reason to hope, ended in a saving change. 

The Lord’s Supper was again administered in July, when the number 
received into the church on confession was one hundred and nineteen. The 
solemnity again brought together so great a multitude, that the church 
was not only crowded to excess, but a great number either went away, or 
remained around it to hear the word of God, and if possible to see at 
least a part of the solemn transactions of that day. There were now, as 
well as at the former communion, some who felt a trembling hope that 
they had experienced a change of heart, but did not feel prepaged to offer 
themselves as candidates for communion, while others were yet mourning 
for sin without any hope that God had been gracious to their souls. A 
number of these with others who were afterwards awakened, and brought 
out of darkness into God’s marvellous light, came forward at our next 
communion in October, when sixty-two were added to the church, who, 
we hope, had first been added to the Lord. 

In the month of February we had our last sacramental occasion. At 
this time twenty-one persons became professors of the religion of Jesus, 
and sat down with his people to commemorate his dying love to sinners. 
There have been some new cases of conviction since, and it is probable 
that there will be as many as twelve or fifteen who will be prepared to 
confess the Saviour at our approaching communion in May. 

Surely we have reason to say with wonder and with gratitude, “ what 
hath God wrought!” There is reason indeed to fear that some will turn 
back to the ways of sin and folly. Nor would it be at all surprising if 
this should be the case. It is probably the case in all revivals, and I must 
acknowledge that I have at times felt distressing anticipations respecting a 
few of our professed converts, but as they have continued steadfast for a 
considerable time already, I thank God, and take courage. There has 
been but one decided case of apostacy among us. The conduct of three 
or four others has not been altogether correct, but their spots, we hope, 
have been the spots of children. 

We have the greater reason to rejoice and be thankful at seeing the 
grace of God in the steadfastness of the subjects of the revival, when 
we consider that some of them were formerly persons of an abandened 
character, and that many others, probably a majority of the whole num- 
ber, are young people, and therefore peculiarly in danger of being en- 
snared by the temptations of the world. God has magnified the riches 
of his grace by turning from the ways of sin stouthearted rebels, whose 

case appeared to be almost hopeless. Our youth, particularly the young 
females, have been greatly distinguished by the sovereign grace of God in 
this outpouring of his Spirit. Many of them have, we trust, chosen that 
good part which shall not be taken away from them, and the exemplary 
conduct of a good number, gives us ground to hope that they will be or- 
naments to the church of Christ. Several of our black people too, have 
become professors of religion during the revival, and it gives me great 
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pleasure to be able to say that their conduct, as far as I can learn, has 
hitherto been remarkably good. 

From what I have stated you will readily suppose that the change which 
has taken place amongst us is great. It is great indeed, greater than a 
person who has not been an eyewitness of it can well imagine. Not a 
few persons who but a short time ago were entirely careless about their 
eternal interests; living in the habitual neglect of public worship, and 
spending the Sabbath in vanity and sin; are now fegular attendants 
in the house of God, and wherever they can enjoy opportunities of social 
worship ; while instead of that stupidity, and thoughtlessness in which 
they ever lived, they now discover an earnest engagedness for the cause 
of religion, as well as for the salvation of their own souls. Prayer 
meetings, which were hardly known among us before the revival, are 
now established in every part of the congregation, and family-worship is 
now atten@ed to by many heads of families who till lately lived in the 
habitual neglect of that important duty. 

This great change has been brought about, as far as human agency was 
concerned, by measures which I believe no friend of religion would be 
willing to condemn. Nothing wild or extravagant has occurred during 
the progress of the revival, as far as I know, except, perhaps, in an in- 
stance or two. The truth has been plainly declared ; sinners have been 
faithfully warned; they have been strongly urged to fly from the wrath 
to come, but no improper means have been used to excite their fears, and ° 
work upon their passions. ‘The work has progressed silently, and gra- 
dually without the least appearance of that wildfire and confusion which 
have sometimes taken place in revivals, and have been the means of 
prejudicing the minds of good men against them. Accordingly, those 
who have obtained a hope that they have felt its saving influence, have 
uniformly professed to experience exercises which were rational and 
scriptural. None of them, excepting two or three poor ignorant blacks, 
have ever discovered any thing that looked like enthusiasm. 

The convictions of some have been deep and distressing, while 
others have felt the burden of guilt less severely, some have gone 
mourning for a long time, while others have rejoiced in hope, after 
a short season of distress. But whether the work of conviction were 
more or less severe, of longer or shorter continuance, the subjects of 
it have ail appeared to feel that they were children of wrath by na- 
ture, justly exposed to the everlasting curse of God ; that they could 
not escape the punishment of hell, without flying for refuge to the 
Lord Jesus Christ ; and that, unless they experienced a change of 
heart, it was impossible for them to enter into the kingdom of 
Heaven. 

Though | isave stated nothing which I do not believe to be strictly 
true, yet in justice to myself, 1 must observe, that some particulars 
would not have been mentioned, did it not appear from your letter 
that your principal reason for requesting me to write, was the hope 
that it might be instrumental in removing the prejudices of some good 
men in your city, who appear not to think favourably of revivals. 
Could those good men see what | have seen, they would have no 
doubts or prejudices remaining. For my own part, I would almost 
as soon deny the reality of religion altogether. as to deny the agency 
of the Holy Spirit in revivals. 
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But you have been informed it seems, that my views and feelings, 
were very different formerly, from what they are at present. I con- 
fess they were. I never indeed, have doubted, but that in some in- 
stances, where a religious excitement took place, impressions were 
made which proved to be genuine, and permanent ; but I supposed 
that the greater part of those who were called converts were influ- 
enced by sympathy or enthusiam, while others seemed to be religious, 
merely because it was the fashion. Various causes have concurred 
in creating prejudices in my mind against revivals. 1! shall mention 
but one, and that in the hope that by bringing it to view | may be 
the means, of putting some friends of religion on their guard against 
it. I have reference to that want of charity and forbearance, nay 
that spirit of bitterness which the advocates of revivals have some- 
times discovered towards those who opposed them, or seemed to en- 
tertain doubts upon the subject. Some in the height of their zeal 
have appeared to regard as enemies of Christ, and experimental re- 
ligion, all who presumed to call in question the genuineness of the 
work, or even the propriety of the means that were used to promote 
it. I mention this as a fact, because I have become acquainted with 
it not from information only, but from my own observation. But we 
must distinguish between the cause of God, and the instruments by 
which he is pleased to carry it on. It would not have been right to 
condemn the Saviour or his religion, because his disciples wished to 
call down fire from heaven, to consume certain Samaritans for not 
receiving him into their village. Nor must we conclude that revi- 
vals are not the work of the Holy Spirit, because some who speak 
and act in favour of them at times, betray a temper that does not be- 
come the Christian. It would be well however, if all who profess to 
be friendly to such distinguishing dispensations of divine mercy ; and 
especially, those who are called to take a leading part in them, would 
always consider what manner of spirit they ought to feel, and to mani- 
fest. Surely, it would be better to treat even the avowed enemies 
of religion with tenderness and respect, than to meet them with the 
scowl of contempt and defiance. ‘‘ The servant of the Lord, must 
not strive, but be gentle unto all men, and patient in meekness, in- 
structing those that oppose themselves ; if God peradventure will 
give them repentance, to the acknowledging of the truth; and that 
they may recover themselves out of the snare of the Devil, who are 
taken captive by him at his will.” 

I am happy to learn, that the prospect of an extensive revival in 
your city is so encouraging. The Lord grant that the hopes of his 
people may not be disappointed. 


NEW-YORK FEMALE UNION SOCIETY FOR THE PROMO- 
TION OF SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


Mrs. Betuune, 77 Murray-street, Directress. 


Tue sixth anniversary of this society was celebrated in the Middle 
Dutch Church, on Wednesday the 24th ultimo. The officers and 
Vor. VIII. 96 
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committee, the superintendents, teachers and scholars, and as many 

other ladies and gentlemen as could find room in the church, being as- 

sembled, the exercises were commenced at half past ten o’clock with 

prayer, by the Rev. Mr. Somers, of the Baptist Church. The Rev. 

Mr. Knox, of the Dutch Reformed Church, read a hymn, which was 

sung by the teachers and scholars, Messrs. Allen and Alden leading. 

The Rev. Dr. Milnor, Rector of St. George’s Church, read an ab- 

stract of the annual report, and the Rev. Mr. Summerfield delivered 

an appropriate address, after which a hymn was sung by the adult 
scholars. ‘Those pupils who were entitled, by their regular attend- 
ance and progress in learning, to that distinction, were called forward 
by the Rev. Mr. Knox, and presented with the Society’s diploma, 
accompanied with suitable exhortations and remarks. _ Another hymn 
was sung alternately by the scholars and teachers, in the last verse of 
which the congregation united in giving praise to God for the won- 
ders he has wrought for this institution, and the Rev. John Truair. 
minister of the Mariners’ Church, made the concluding prayer. 

It is too late to require that anything should be said in the defence 
or praise of this institution. Had there been one doubting Thomas 
present on this occasion, he could not have witnessed the melting 
scene without exclaiming, with conviction, wonder and gratitude, 
** Lord, I believe !”’ ; 

For ourselves we must say we have never been present at a simi- 
lar celebration that was more truly interesting, or more highly grati- 
fying. ‘To behold at one view so many young immortals lisping the 
praises of Jehovah—so many aged daughters of Africa just beginning 
to read the charter of their hopes, and learn the way of salvation— 
so many ladies and youths devoted to the best interests of their fellow 
beings, made an impression on our hearts, too deep to be forgotten, 
too affecting to be described. 


The following abstract of the Report will show the present state 
of the schools. 


* Lol am with you always, even unto the end of the world,’ were the consol- 
ing words of our divine Redeemer to his disciples, when about to be parted from 
them. That he has been a present help, in every time of need to the Female 
Union Society, the experience of six years has proved; and the Committee when 
called upon for their Annual Report, cannot enter upon their duty, without pre- 
viously raising their Ebenezer, and with gratitude acknowledging that “ hitherto 
the Lord hath helped us.” 

This society numbers forty schools, thirty-seven are in the city, and have sent 
in reports. To give the whole of these, or even all the interesting facts contained 
in them, would engross too much of the time allotted to the interesting exercises 
of this day. The Committee therefore, with the consent of the Superintendents, 
will proceed to give a brief summary of the good which has been effected by 
means of this society during six years, that they have been permitted to labour in 
this part of the Lord’s vineyard. 

We cannot exactly state the number of teachers and scholars engaged in the 
schools since their commencement, but at present in those reported, there are 2752 
scholars under the immediate instruction of 478 teachers, and are regularly visited 
by a committee composed of about thirty members. Upwards of a thousand 
scholars have been brought from the alphabet, to read the word of God; anda 

much greater number from syllables to reading fluently : 33772 chapters averaging 
thirty verses each, have been committed to memory, with divine songs, catechisms, 
bymns and M‘Dowell’s Questions innumerable. The seed thus sown in faith, has 
given evidence that it has been watered by the dews of divine grace, by 142 schol- 
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@ts making a public profession of religion. When a sufficient number of pious 
teachers have not offered, the services of those of serious deportment have been 
accepted ; 193 of these, being in the way, the Lord hath led to lay hold on the 
hope set before them in the Gospel, and sweetly to experience the truth of the 
promise, that they that water shall themselves be watered. Not a school in this 
Union, but has experienced the sanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit, ‘“ con- 
verting the soul and making wise the simple,”—twenty-four Reports of the pre- 
sent year, giving pleasing accounts of sinners being brought from darkness to 
light. Instances of strength of memory, and rapid improvement, have been still 
more numerous. 

With few, or no exceptions, stated meetings for prayer are held by the teachers ; 
to many of these, the children and their parents are invited: nor are the bodies 
of the dear children forgotten, the naked are clothed by means of the various Dor- 
cas Societies, formed for the purpose. - Very many who were picked up in the 
streets, in rags and filth, are now filling respectable situations. The change pro- 
duced not only on the sabbath but on week days, must be obvious to all. 

It may perhaps be remarked, that the number attending the schools, is not 
greater than was reported at the first anniversary. This can be accounted for, by 
several societies being since formed independent of this Unio; and by many 
scholars who were atiracted by novelty withdrawing from the schools, when press- 
ed by the duties imposed upon them. Yet after all that has been effected, we 
are beginning to see with the great Doctor Chalmers, for whom was reserved 
the honour of introducing the Local System, ‘ That a bulky sediment remains 
untouched and stationary; and by its power of assimilation too, is all the while 
adding to its own magnitude, and thus it is both a possible thing, that schools may 
multiply under a general system, and that out of a mighty population, an overflow- 
ing attendance may be afforded to each of them, while an humble fraction of the 
whole, is all that is overtaken; and below the goodly superficies of a great appa- 
rent stir and activity, many an unseen structure of baser materials deepen, and 
accumulate, so as to furnish a solution of the fact, that with an increase of Chris- 
tian exertion amongst us, there should at one and the same time, be an increase 
of heathenism.” To penetrate this mass, many of the schools have adopted the 
plan recommended by Dr. Chalmers, and have assigned to themselves a particular 
district, and are already convinced of the great advantages of local visitation. 
We trust that all will follow their example, and not stop in their exertions, till from 
the Battery to the remotest parts of our city, not a house, nor a hovel, shall re- 
main unexplored ; till every family shall be furnished with the word of God, and 
every child, and ignorant adult, be brought under the influence of Sabbath School 
instruction. A very few extracts from the reports of the present year, will show 
the advantages derived frem such instruction by lisping childhood, and extreme 
old age. 

“ Mary Mortimer, a white girl aged five years, entered school No. 3, on the. 
25th of November last, has advanced from the alphabet to reading, and now com- 
mits to memory scripture lessons, hymns, and catechism. A coloured girl aged 
seven years, within the same period, has also advanced from letters to reading, 
and committing to memory. 

The superintendent of shool No. 9, states that “ three large Bibles by Mr. Car- 
penter and three by Mr. W. M. Carter from the New-York Bible Society, were re- 
ceived, and presented to six coloured adults, between the age of sixty and ninety, 
all of whom have learned to read in the school. One of these, the Zion bourd 
pilgrim mentioned in our last report, we now have the pleasure of presenting 
as a candidate for the diploma, in the eighty-fifth year of her age; having punc- 
tually attended the school six years, during which time, she has learned to read 
the word of God, and from its sacred pages has committed a sufficient number of 
chapters, with other lessons, to entitle her to this mark of distinction; and from 
observing her pious walk, and conversation, we confidently believe there 1s a 
crown of glory laid up for her, in that kingdom to which she appears rapidly ad- 
vancing. Betsey C——, whom we also present, as a deserving candidate for the 
diploma, has had her mind very seriously exercised since hearing of our mtention 
to bring her forward on this occasion ; and has been led by it, to examine how it 
stood between God and her soul, and to seek for that preparation of heart, that 
will enable her to stand approved by her father in heaven, as well as her teacher 
on earth. Since the commencement of this institution, seventeen teachers, have 

ceased from their labours, and have entered the rest prepared for the people of God. 
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Fifty-five scholars have also been called to their last account, the greater part of 
whom, gave evidence of their acceptance with Christ. 

The dying experience of a teacher in school No. 4, will close these extracts 

*« Since our last anniversary (says the report) it has pleased the Lord to remove 
from us one of our teachers by death. During an illness of seven weeks, she mani- 
fested a firm reliance on, and submission to her divine Redeemer, often express- 
ing desires that not her will, but the will of her heavenly father might be done. 
Young and pleasing in her person, of agreeable manners, joined with undoubted 
piety, she was beloved by all who knew her, and had arrived at that period of 
life when its prospects are most interesting, and the heart, with all its tenderest 
emotions, is forming attachments for life; yet through grace received from the 
blessed Jesus, she was willing to resign all, and to depart and be with Christ as 
far better. Being asked by a friend in her last moments, if Jesus was still pre- 
cious? She replied, “ He is the chief among ten thousand, and altogether lovely. 
Whom have I in heaven but him, and there is none upon earth, I desire beside 
him.” Seeing her mother at ber bedside, she informed her*she was leaving her, 
and adopting the language of Stephen, she exclaimed, “ Lord Jesus receive my 
spirit.” Shortly after, she fell asleep in him, and entered into the joy of her 
Lord, in hope of a blessed resurrection.” 

The following rewards have been given by the committee during the year: 19 
Bibles, 14 Testaments, 5 Prayer Books, and 42 Psalm and Hymn Books. Fifty- 
one sholars, who have conducted themselves with propriety during three years, 
that they have attended the same school, and earned all the rewards, will this day, 
be presented with diplomas. 





CIVIL RETROSPECT. 


FOREIGN. 


4 

During the past month, news has reached us from almost every quarter of Eu- 
rope, but it is of a character too indefinite to attract serious attention. 

Persia. —The war between Persia and Turkey, contrary to our expectations, has 
ceased, on account of the death of the Persian monarch, and a contest by his sons 
for the succession as is reported by some: from other reports, it would seem that 
the late attack on the Turkish provinces was merely one cf those disorderly pieces 
of conduct of one of the Persian princes, for which despotism, notwithstanding its 
severe punishments, is remarkable. 

Ireland.—Ireland continues in a state of great disorder: the disorderly continue 
the commission of various species of violence, and are beginning tu bring upon their 
country, the severe application of laws, which, however necessary they may be deem- 
ed, are of a very distressing and barbarous character. The Habeas Corpusis sus- 
pended in the disturbed counties, and their inhabitants therefore subjected to im- 
prisonment, almost upon mere suspicion, without any mode by which immediate re- 
lease can be effected: this alone, in a time of civil commotion, when the basest of 
men are often enabled to acquire undue influence, and when suspicion itself is more 
than usually timorous and tyrannical, is enough to assure us of very great sufferings 
in that country. In addition to this, the Insurrection act is put in force, by which, if 
our idea of it is correct, the power of judging in cases involving banishment and 

death, is among other measures of similar character, intrusted to the inferior courts 
of justice, and measures of the most hasty nature allowed for the trial an2 punish- 
ment of the offenders. This too must, even if exercised with the most scrupulous 
uprightness of which its nature admits, produce many most distressing injuries. 
We regret deeply the necessity and the employment of such measures ; engines of 
terror, which these professedly are, however necessary they may be for emergen- 
cies seldom fail to leave hatred and violence in the hearts of those whom they for 
the moment overawe. It is only by measures calculated to conciliate the af- 
fections of the people, to enlighten’ their minds, and store their hearts with the 
graces of true and pure religion, that tranquillity can permanently be secured. Of 
such measures towards Ireland we hear nothing: we hope, however, when the pre- 
sent disturbances shall be settled, that we may have the happiness to announce 
some such to our readers. 


Spain —This country is more tranquil than it has been, but is far from quiet ; 


and its government finds itself fully employed in temporizing with some of 


ine papular factions ; contending with others, and punishing the leaders of ethers 
sti 
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France.—Dirturbances have taken place in some parts of France, which at first 
were represented as serious, hut are since considered less important. The situa- 
tion of that country, with its inflammable population, with few checks but the arm 
of the law and the point of the bayonet, is critical in a high degree: the chief pro- 
tection which it appears to us to possess against new revolutions, is the fearful recol- 
lection of that one, the embers of which are hardly yet extinguished, 

Russia and Turkey—Russia and Turkey coutinue still in the posture of menace 
and defiance. It is said that Austria and England are averse to war, and that the for- 
mer power has taken a decided stand to compel the preservation of tranquillity 
in their commercial and political jealousy of Russia, we take no part, but consider 
it as the manifestation of a spirit of intrigue and envy, which statesmen ought at 
length to become wise enough to lay aside. 

Greece.—In Greece the war rages with unabated vigour. But from the captare 
of Janina by the Turks, and the fall of the celebrated Ali with his treasures into 
their hands, and the consequent disengagement of the considerable army employed 
in the war against him, it is supposed that the tide of success will be turned in fa- 
vour of the Turks. So it will be, if the God of battles so determines, and not other- 
wise ; were the hordes of barbarians ten times as numerous. 

DOMESTIC. 

General Remarks —In turning to our own country we cannot ferbear to remark 
how different is our situation from that of Europe Under a government scarcely 
strong enough to execute the most useful measures, with a population of the most 
diversified character, with interests which although really one, are represented and 
considered by the advocates of each, as opposite, and with office seekers, numerous 
and base enough to produce almost any degree of disturbance, we are yet permit- 
ted under a kind and forbearing Providence, to pursue in tranquillity, the occupa- 
tions which we find useful, and to enjoy, every man, the reward of his own labour, 
under his own fig tree, And although from the natural temper of man to find diffi- 
culties in his condition however good it- may be, we can see evils of alarming ap- 
pearance, yet we are delivered from the fulfilment of our own predictions, and pros- 
per beyond the hopes of the most sanguine. Surely if ingratitude to God, be a na- 
tional sin and this country is guilty of it, it is most awfully guilty. 

Congress— Public defauliers—Congress have done no business of considerable 
importance, since our Jasi notice of their proceedings. Some excitement has been 
made there by a pamphlet concerning the large amount of old balances standing on 
the books of the government against individuals, and of which it would appear that 
government must sustain the loss. Congress has before it, a proposition to inquire 
into the evil, and prevent as far as may be, any recurrence of it. We are aware of 
the difficulty of relying upon statements of this kind, when made without the ex- 
planations of those concerned, and we feel no distrust of our administration ; yet 
so long as we know the frailty of human nature, and the ease with which it yields 
to temptation, and consider that throughout all history, those who have had the 
control of national treasure, have generally been corrupted by it, we cannot but 
feel, that public inquiry of the most seratinizing kind, is necessary, and consider 
the attempt to promote it laudable. We would however, add one supposition on this 
subject, and subjoin a question. Suppose that we were assured that all our rulers 
were men fearing God, and devoted to his service in all their thoughts ? would not 
our confidence in their public conduct, be vastly more strong and better founded * 
And, supposing in any of our elections, men of this character, were candidates in 
competition with others of a difierent one ? what ought to be the votes of men of 
all parties and characters, whether religious or not, whether considering the glory 
of their maker or only their own and their country’s interest? 

Legislature—Pauperism.—The legislature of this state has adjourned, after a ses- 
sion of nearly four months, without passing any laws of very great importance or 
general interest. It has hawever taken up the subject of pauperism, iv a discreet 
manner which must be satisfactory to the people, and which affords fair prospects of 
usefulness. They have appointed the Hon. Judge Emott, of Poughkeepsie, to in- 
vestigate the subject, and report the result of his inquiries and reflections, and such 
plans on this interesting subject as he shall judge best Considering the high 
standing of this gentleman, for talents and uprightness, of which his appoint- 
ment by a legislature of a political denomination, opposite to that with which he 
has acted, is no slight evidence, we congratulate ourselves and the public, on the 
selection, and would earnestly press it upon all who are able to afford useful infor- 
mation, on this important subject, to exert themselves to assist in the projected in. 
quiries —April, 1822. 








Zhe Scamaws Magasine. 


————___________ ———————____] 
They that go down tothe sea in ships, that do business in great waters; these see the 


works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep.—They cry unte the Lord in their trouble, 
and he bringeth then out of their distresses.— Psalms. 
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THE PRESS GANG; 


Or, War PROCLAIMED BY THE Prince OF PEACE AGAINST THE PRINCE 
or DarKNEss. 


(Concluded from p. 700.) 


In number 198, we made several extracts from a new tract, bearing the above 
title, which we understand has been read with some profit; if so, not less may 


be expected from those that follow. Let the pious captains and sailors in this port 


unite in visiting our wharves, vessels, and sailor boarding-houses, on sabbath 
mornings, and at noon, and invite their shipmates to attend the Mariners’ Church, 
and we should soon see all the pews filled. 

Last Saturday a merchant called on board a ship consigned to him, and invited 


the captain and all his crew to attend church next morning, urging on them, in a 


kind manner, the importance of this duty. On Sunday morning, at half past ten 


o'clock, the captain with his mate were observed entering the Mariners’ Church, 
followed by the crew all neatly dressed, in the most orderly and decorous manner. 
This excellent example we hope will be followed by other merchants, who may not 
have thought on the subject before, or have not known how easy it is to persuade 
captains and seamen to place themselves under the preaching of the Gospel. We 
rejoice, and are thankful that there are so many of our merchants who are 
friendly to this object, and have giyen liberally to its support ; but at the same 
time, we would ask a litthe more: we would ask them to use their influence with 


masters and seamen, to attend on the means of grace. If they will show them 


this tract, some among them may be found willing to follow the example of the 
Stepney sailors, and not only go to meeting themselves, but spend a part of the 
Sabbath in procuring hands for the Betuet Suir. 


Another object of this Stepney mission has been to extend its influ- 
ence to Wapping-wall and its vicinity. A pious man lives here in a 
large public-house, who declines business on the Lord’s day. The larg- 
est rooms in this house have been opened for a Sailor’s Prayer Meeting 


on Sabbath evenings. To procure hands for this place, the Sea-mission- 
aries enter on the impress in the fullest sense of the word. One party 
takes a street, another does the same; they form a regular line of com- 
munication to the house where the Bethel flag is hoisted ; there some are 
stationed to arrange the crowd as they enter. The men in the advance, 
as they pick up the careless sailor, march him along in a smiling friendly 
way to the next link of the chain, and thus they are passed on until they 
reach the house, when they are urged forward, and placed at the head of 
the room, that they may not prematurely escape if they feel disposed, as 
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the entrance about the door soon becomes blocked up when the service 
begins. 

Each party on the impress is provided with religious tracts, and they 
always present one first to a strange sailor, and in the kindest way invite 
him to attend a meeting for sailors at a public-house near hand. ‘The 
sailor generally complies. Sometimes in a kind and affable way they lay 
hold of the jacket or the arm of the hesitating sailor, and gently urge him 
onward ; such, it is presumed, was the idea our Lord had when he said 
** compel” them to come in, not by violence or persecution, but by mild 
and gentle persuasion, for the everlasting welfare of their precious souls. 
A constable lately came up, and swearing said, “ what are you going to do 
with these men 7” A pious sailor put “ the Swearer’s Prayer,” a religious 
tract in his hand ; he looked at it, felt confounded, and quietly walked off 
to a public-house. One sunday evening agentleman of the neighbourhood 
had watched these proceedings for a considerable time, and not knowing 
what to make of them, he fancied it was the evening service, and resolv- 
ed to interfere and protect the sailors who were then impressed by their 
zealous brethren ; he crossed the street, and approaching a person who 
was leading a sailor along, he said, “ Sir, | insist upon knowing what 
you mean to do with these men; we live in a free country, and no man 
has a right to be forced any where against his will; the war is over, and 
as we are all at peace, men are not wanted for the navy, and I must insist 
on knowing what you mean to do with them.” The good man instantly 
replied, “ Sir, there is an everlasting war proclaimed against the king- 
dom of darkness, and we are on the impress service for the King of kings; 
we are commanded by him to go out into the highways, and Janes of the 
city, and compel poor sinners to come in, that they may be saved.” He 
then entered into the fullest explanation of their objects, their proceed- 
ings, and the blessing of God that had followed the -exertions hitherto 
made. The gentleman was perfectly astonished. ‘ Well,” said he, “ J 
have lived here many years, and seen a great deal of the wickedness o 
sailors, but never had an idea of such a method to reform them; well, 

God bless you, go on.” 

Sometimes the sailors are surrounded or accompanied by bad women ; 
here the pious men endeavour, if possible, to draw them off from the lat- 
ter, and very often succeed, so that the sailor, who was going to a most 
infamous bruthel, finds himself suddenly transported to a sailor’s prayer 
meeting. At other times the women cleave to them, the good men then 
give each girl a religious tract, and invite her to attend also, and some- 
times they have walked in company with the sailors they had picked up 
for their purposes, and staid the whole time with great seriousness. 
When the time to commence service arrives, all the different parties fall 
in from the streets and lanes, and the service begins by those very men 
who have been labouring on the religious impriss. They consist of 
captains, mates, and seamen, and they give out hymns and pray alternate- 
ly in an extemporary manner with great fervour, affection, and zeal, for 
the salvation of their brother sailors whom they have now pressed to 
serve the Lord Christ. Ten or twelve persons usually engage in prayer, 
and the service closes with a hearty shake of the hand, and an invitation 
to attend on board the ships at the week evening meetings. 

The greatest good has already resulted from this plan ef itinerating ; 
and though our good sea missionaries have met again at the Mission-house 
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prior to boarding the ships for the night, and have expressed themselves 
exhausted beyond measure with the fatigues of the day, yet they have re- 
joiced at the fruit of their labours with joy unspeakable, and full of 
glory. : 

Deeply impressed with a conviction of the great importance of those 
efforis, a few friends to the cause felt desirous that a society should be 
formed to embody all those exertions, and provide means for the support 
of this good work. For this purpose the large and respectable room be- 
longing to Mr. Fitch, and used by him for his academy, near Stepney 
church, was hired, and the meeting was publicly announced. 

On Friday evening, September 28th, the chair was taken at six o’clock 
by the Rev. G. C. Smith of Penzance, and » minister from 
Falmouth, engaged in prayer. 

Captain Wilkins, and Cuthbert Ward, a seamen, stated some particulars 
of the sailors’ meetings. ‘The Rev. Mr. Upton, jun. of the Baptist meet- 
ing at Poplar, and the Rev. G. G. Scraggs of Union Chapel, then gave 
their most hearty concurrence to the object of the meeting, and delivered 
a most interesting and affecting testimony to the exertions of the pious 
seamen from what they had seen in their own chapels. ‘The Rev. Mr. 
M‘All followed in the same strain, and concluded with this beautiful and 
impressing anecdote. 

A military officer being in a dreadful storm, his lady, who was sitting 
in the cabin near him, and filled with alarms for the safety of the vessel, 
was so surprised at his composure and serenity, that she cried ou’, “ My 
dear, are you not afraid? How is it pussible you can be so calm in such a 
storm ?”? He arose from a chair lashed to the deck, and supporting him- 
self by a pillar of a bed-place, he drew his sword, and, pointing to 
the breast of his wife, he exclaimed, “ Are you not afraid?” She instant- 
ly replied, ** No, certainly not.” “ Why fr” said the officer. “ Because,” 
rejoined his lady, “‘ 1 know the sword is in the hand of my husband, and 
he loves me too well to hurt me.” “ Then,” said he, “‘ remember I know 
in whom [ have believed, and that he holds the winds in his fist, and the 
water in the hollow of his hands.” 

Captain Stephenson, from Rio Janeiro, declared his firm conviction 
of the importance of this work, and related his exertions with a Bethel 
flag at Rio. 

The Rev. Messrs. Lockyer of Shadwell, and Grant of Lambeth, add- 
ed their zealous advocacy of the cause; and Mr. T. Philips, Secretary 
of the parent society, from his long and intimate acquaiutance with this 
division of the work among seamen, powerfully urged all possible co- 
operation to accelerate its progress and ensure iacreasing success. 





TO READERS AND PATRONS. 

Tris number closes the E1g@HTu VoLUME of eur work. The occasion presents an 
opportunity to say much on the success of Christian efforts during the past year, and 
to record the expression of that gratitude to God, which we deeply feel for the fa- 
vours he has bestowed apon us, and upon you; but we have deemed it best to de- 
vote the page usually allotted to the “ conclusion,” to the interests of seamen, and 
the accounts of that work of grace with which some parts of our country are favoured. 

We have cheerfully bestowed much labour and expense on this volume, and al- 
though neither have received a pecuniary remuneration, we would hope that a 
more extensive circulation of the next volume, will supply the deficiency and en- 
courage us in our future labours. 

For the future plan of our work, and the testimonials to its character, we must 
refer to the circular which accompanies this number. 

A copious Index to this volume, will be issued with the next number. 




















